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" Tendus on Faceboo LE An Ann Arbor judge reluctantly threw out two Speeding tickets Friday - along with

Latest Posts the way the City sets speed limits.
* g‘;fgé:ﬂg?:: 'pegsewe But what that Mmeans to other Mmotorists isn't quite clear.
H targeted Salk j
. ,oxxrpmf: &¢ Salkin The city attorney says he will likely appeal, and even the defense attorney in one of
® U-M men fall to Purdue in the two cases says other Peaple ticketed for Speeding in the city of Ann Arbor will
basketball probably have to battle theijr way through court.
® Ann Arbor Superintendent
Prepares to tackle budget In tossing the two Speeding tickets on Friday, 15th District Chief Judge Julie Creal
" Scooters test y-u said she is not convinceg state lawmakers understood what coulq happen if a 2006

engineering students' skils State traffic code werg enforced. But, she said, cities myst comply with state Iaw,
Categories and the way Ann Arbor set Speed limits - ¢ least on two city roads - does not.

® Breaking News (RSS)
® Business News Update

- gf,?nse) (RSS) Under the Michigan Vehicle Code, the defauit state traffic law that Ann Arbor has
= Election (RSS) adopted, the city may only use the nNumber of accgss points - driveways ang

& EMU Report (RSS) intersectiong - along a half-mile stretch of road to set speed limits. The fewer

® EMU Trig (RSS) access points, the higher the Speed that must be set,

® Entertainment (RSS)

" Eggg‘?gggf;‘ (RSS) Creal's ruling was Prompted by Speeding tickets issyeqd last year in Separate cases
- .

» Holidays (RSs) to two Ann Arbor residents, both of whom happened to be traffic experts,

: iggzan(:gss?(RSS) On May 15, James Walker, of Ann Arbor, was ticketed for traveling 40 mph in a 30
® Politics (RS) mph zone on southbound Nixoen Road north of Bluett Road.

® Saline Schools (RSS) .

® Shakey Jake {RSS) Walker has testified before state lawmakers on setting safer, 85th percentile speeq
= Sports (RSS) limits, Nationa studies indicate that setting limits at the speed at or below which 85
% Top Photos (RSS) percent of drivers travel reduces friction between drivers and boosts safety,

® Top Storiesg (RSS)

® Traffic (RSS) Walker says Ann Arbor's posted fimits typically fall in the 10h to 30th percentile of
Favorite Links actual speeds.

® The Ann Arbor News Home Dietrich Bergmann, also of Ann Arbor, is 5 transportation engineer who was
Archived Posts ticketed June 15 on Huron Parkway south of Huron River Drive, The limit on that
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stretch of road - which was improved in 1999 and again in 2005 - was lowered from

I """" j 40 to 35 mph without traffic or engineering studies to Support the reduction

Bergmann, who was ticketed for driving 45 mph, and Wa

Iker argued that the city

cannot legally set 3 limit lower than allowed under the access-point law unless jt

adopts the 2006 Uniform Traffic Code.

Under that code, cities May also use traffic and eéngineering studies to set Speed

limits, according to Lt Gary Megge of Michigan State Police tra

Walker's attorney, John Shea, acknowledged that Creal dig not technically throw

out all of the City's speed limits.

City Attorney Stephen K. Postema saiqg he has not Mmade a fing) decision abouyt an
appeal, but he added that "likely this will go through the court system, all the way to
the Supreme Court." He said he will have to study the issue further before he takes

it to City Administrator Roger Fraser or to City Council,

He also said he had not yet spoken with City police about how Speed limits will be
enforced pending appeaj or adoption of g new method for setting speed limits,

Shea said that 25 mph Speed limits set in cities and villages as far back as the

1920s werg appropriate for the times. But that was before tra

safer cars and Paved roads,
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